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Dear Members, Friends & Neighbors,  
 
     In this last week before Field Day, I’m in hopes  
that everyone is still ’plugging’ the FD to all of your 
vendors and customers.  Rusty Oak Nursery is  
quite a facility and they are ready to show it off! 
     Also in this last week of my Presidency, I’d like  
to thank those that are involved, attend, parti- 
cipate and contribute to the NGLCO.  We had good 
attendance at the dinner meetings this year and  
tried new locations that worked out well.  I am  
confident that our successful meetings will continue.  
     I had all these profound topics and insights to write  
about, but what it all boils down to is I am very proud and happy to be a part of this 
nursery industry.  From what our small, local group accomplishes each year, we should 
all take pride in what NGLCO represents.  
     It has been a good experience working with Dave Kappele, Chuck VonHof, Bill 
Weaver, Skip Dugan, Matt Rocky, Rich Grobelny, Charles Tubesing and of course Randy 
Zondag.  Actually, if I were to count up all of the Board members that I have been privi-
leged to work with over the last 20+ years (I started when I was 10), it would probably 
cover just about all of you.  Katie Thirion does a fantastic job of keeping the website cur-
rent and any over-all computer work that needs done, thanks Katie.  And of course my 
thanks goes out to Mark Gilson who’s put his  ‘editor’ talents to work on putting the 
quarterly newsletter together.  My greatest, most heart-felt ‘thank you’ goes to An-
nette...and all of her emails that keep everyone up-to-date and on their toes.  She does 
a wonderful job at organizing events, keeping track of details and running the NGLCO.   
     Here’s to a prosperous rest of the year and thank you for allowing me to represent 
the NGLCO!  
 
Carol Lyons 
Sunleaf Nursery 
Preesident NGLCO  
      
PS—Linda Hofer has given us a clean report in the ‘keeping of our books’.  Thank you 
Linda for volunteering to audit our records!  



 

Upcoming Events 
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NGLCO Field Day                 Tuesday August 9 2011  

  Fairview Nursery 100 year Celebration Wednesday August 10 2011    
   
  HRI Golf Classic, Girard PA   Wednesday August 10 2011  
   In conjunction with Fairview Celebration  
   www.HRIResearch.org   
 
  ONLA Greenhouse Tour    Thursday September 22 2011  
 
  NGLCO Dinner Meeting    Tuesday October 11 2011 
 
  IPPS Eastern Region, Louisville KY  October 19-21 2011  

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rusty Oak Nursery;  Site of Field Day Exhibit Area                

 

 

     Losely Sprayer 

NGLCO Nomination Slate 
 
President  Dave Kappele, Sunleaf Nursery 
President-elect Bill Weaver, C.M. Brown Nurseries 
Past president  Carol Lyons, Sunleaf Nursery 
Board year 2  Rich Grobelny, Herman Losely & Son Nursery 
Board year 2  Matt Rocky, ACME Mackenzie Nursery Supply 
Board year 1  Joe Zampini, Lake  County Nursery 
Board year 2  Joe Dawson, Valley Ford Truck Sales  
     Nominations will be voted on at a brief annual meeting during lunch 
at Field Day.   



 

 

 

 

 

NGLCO Field Day 2011: 

A West Side Story 

. 
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Mark your calendar!    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

    44th annual 

    NGLCO  

 

 

Summer 

Field Day 

 

 

Presented by  Nursery Growers of Lake County Ohio, Inc. 
            Hosted by  Rusty Oak Nursery 

In affiliation with OSU Extension, Ohio Nursery & Landscape Association & USDA   
 

 

Tuesday, 

August 9, 2011 
9am – 4pm   

Rusty Oak Nursery 
1547 Marks Road, Valley City, OH 44280 

For more information on exhibiting or 

attending, contact Annette Howard,  

NGLCO Executive Secretary 

Phone (440) 241-7969 

 FAX (440) 259-2378 

info@nglco.com    www.nglco.com 

For the first time in 20 years, our NGLCO Summer 

Field Day will be hosted on the West Side of Cleve-

land!  We have a great first-time host who will bring 

new faces and new energy to our 44th Annual gather-

ing.  Our annual Casino Night will not be held this 

year, due to cross-town logistics.  A brief annual 

meeting will be held during lunch at Field Day for elec-

tion of officers and awards presentations. 



     State Senator Grendell (Lake/Geauga) received a setback recently when Ohio 

Governor Kasich, responding to pressure from environmental groups and other 

governors,  vetoed the Great Lakes water protection  bill.  Grendell and others 

had championed a job-friendly bill with lighter restrictions than other states.  

Speaker Batchelder (Medina) recently discussed a possible veto over-ride. Ohio’s 

response to this landmark preservation effort will impact everyone in the north-

ern part of the state.  Let’s hope our leaders strive to fashion a new bill that pro-

motes jobs and the re-industrialization of Ohio, while safeguarding our most im-

portant resource...Lake Erie.    

     As many in our industry struggle to rediscover a path to profits, our federal 

government devolves from ‘political science’ to ‘weird science’, at least with re-

gard to the national debt.  We urge our leaders to consider the needs of small 

businesses, which lead the way in job-creation,  and not just ‘Big Business’ and 

‘Big Banks’, as they make choices that will determine our nation’s future.   
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Political Update 

     Hot weather is putting  the brakes on this topsy-turvy make-or-break season.   
April was a washout.  Some local growers are reporting increases for May and 
June over last year, but extreme heat and a mini-drought in July  are slowing 
things down for growers, landscapers and garden centers alike.          
     Sixty thirsty NGLCO golfers flailed across Lake Metroparks’ Erie Shores golf 
course under blue June skies in a popular event that helps fund association ac-
tivities throughout the year.  Congratulations to Matt Kilpeck and the Agrium 
Advance Technologies team for low-score honors.  The NGLCO staffer who som-
ersaulted out of her cart survived without apparent injury.   
     Many land-owners in NE Ohio are signing oil and gas leases  for  deep-well 
‘fracking’ operations.  Others like Vanessa Pesec with Network for Oil & Gas Ac-
countability and Protection are concerned  these activities may contaminate 
local wells and ground-water.   Study up before you make your decision!   
     ONLA reports that booth sales for CENTS 2012 are on track with last year’s 
successful show.  Andy Harding,  Herman Losely & Son Nursery,  will take over 
the reins of this 103-year-old association at the annual meeting in January.   
       We see more and more nursery folks attending or participating in the OFA 
Summer Show in Columbus each July where an international audience tours 
Ohio operations , attends a greenhouse ‘short course’ and kicks the tires on all 
the newest solutions.  Along the same line, the ONLA Greenhouse Committee is 
putting together a September nursery/greenhouse tour that will focus on mixes 
and fertility.     
     Great to see Gied Stroombeek, the Energizer Nurseryman who founded Roe-
mer Nursery in Madison in 1960,  out visiting  nurseries and friends!   

Out and About 
 



 

 www.fairviewevergreen.com 

Industry Profile: Fairview Evergreen Nurseries 

ΨCǊŀƴƪ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ 

in 1911 that any 

success would 

come not from 

just meeting his 

ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΩ 

expectations, but 

ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΩ 
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     It’s not often that a nursery stays around long enough to celebrate the century  
mark, but that’s just what long-time NGLCO Associate member and supporter, 
Fairview Evergreen Nurseries,  is doing on August 10, 2011! Founded in 1911 by 
Frank C. Hetz not far from Erie, Pennsylvania, Fairview Evergreen remains a family
-owned and operated company spanning four generations and over 3000  acres.  
Activities include a farm operation with beef cattle that provide organic fertilizer 
to supplement the already-fertile lake plain soil.  Recognized as one of the green 
industry’s oldest and most respected wholesale growers and long associated with 
finest-quality Taxus, Fairview Evergreen now offers an extensive line of ever-
greens, deciduous shrubs and shade trees to landscapers, re-wholesalers and gar-
den centers throughout the Eastern US and Canada.   
     Frank Hetz, who left his first career as a painter to become a nurseryman be-
cause it was ‘healthier’, lived to see his nursery survive two World Wars, the 
Great Depression and countless changes to the industry.  His commitment to 
hard work and ‘A-1 stock’ instilled future generations with the passion to make 
the nursery grow and survive.  He retired from the nursery in his seventies but 
returned to work the next day, preferring his seed beds to the household projects 
on his wife’s list.   
     Innovation is a big part of the Fairview Evergreen tradition.  Plant introductions 
include Junipers Glauca Hetzi and Hetz’s Columnaris...Arborvitaes Hetz’s Winter 
Green and Hetz’s Midget...and Taxus Fairview, Citation and Sunburst.  To combat 
labor shortages during WWII the company focused on adding new and more effi-
cient equipment.  A root pruner was developed in 1948.  When the first digging 
machines were built a few years later, their use was made possible by the in-
creased fibrous root system developed by root pruning the plants in the fields.  
State-of-the-art loading systems were developed for bringing machine-dug plants 
from the fields and efficiently filling trucks bound for a growing customer base. 
       Business transfers between family generations have contributed to the de-
mise of many nursery operations, but the Hetz family has tackled this problem 
with the same ingenuity and straight-forward thinking that characterizes all their 
other activities.  Today the grandchildren and great-grandchildren of Frank Hetz, 
plus over 100 non-family workers, eagerly look forward to serving the green in-
dustry for the next 100 years.   
     A 100th Anniversary Celebration will be held on Wednesday, August 10, 2011, 
at the new Fairview Evergreen container production facility in Girard, PA.  Guests 
should preregister through Hagan Hetz at (800) 458-2234.  Fairview Evergreen is 
a steadfast supporter of many charities, including the Horticultural Research Insti-
tute which has received $100,000 through the F.C.Hetz Fund.  An HRI Golf Outing 
is planned in conjunction with the Anniversary Celebration.  For more informa-
tion go to www.hriresearch.org     



 

 

For trees and shrubs, containers, B&B specimens, liners,  

perennials, new introductions, industry leadershipé 

look to the nurseries of Northeast Ohio!   

 

NGLCO Officers and 

Board Members: 

 

President: 

Carol Lyons, Sunleaf Nursery 

 

President-elect: 

Dave Kappele, Sunleaf Nursery 

 

Past President 

Chuck Von Hof,  

Ridge Manor Nursery 

 

Board Members: 

Skip Duganõ Lake Farmpark 

 

Bill Weaverõ C.M.Brown Nursery 

 

Rich Grobelny, Loselys Nursery 

 

Matt Rocky 

ACME MacKenzie Nursery Supply 

 

Randy Zondag, Board Advisory 

OSU Extension 

 

Charles Tubesing, Board Advisory 

The Holden Arboretum 

 

Executive Secretary: 

Annette Howardõ Gilson Gardens 

 

Website/Graphics: 

Katie Thirionõ Sunleaf Nursery 

 

Newsletter Editor: 

Mark Gilson, Gilson Gardens 

Field Day 2011 
Rusty Oak Nursery 
.   

¶ Nursery tours 

 
¶ Equipment demon-

strations 

 
¶ Visit over 100 exhibi-

tors 

 
¶ Barbecue lunch from 

Famous Dave’s 

 

¶ Fishing contest! 

 

¶ Sporting clays event! 

 
¶ Visit with old friends 

and new prospects! 
 

 

 

Visit www.nglco.com! 

Field Day Cash Raffle  
$500  for attendees 
  

Sponsored by 
Rusty Oak Nursery  


